YOUTH

SYMPOSIUM

A unique and inspiring opportunity for Grade 8 students, and their teachers,
in Waterloo Region, Guelph and Wellington County.

2019

Our vision is a community where children and youth are safe, valued and
heard, empowering them towards strong futures.

“Young people are
our futureLet’s encourage,
support, and
guide them.”
FOR GUELPH AND WELLINGTON COUNTY STUDENTS FOR WATERLOO REGION STUDENTS
Tuesday April 16, 2019

Wednesday April 17 or Thursday April 18, 2019

Galaxy Cinemas, 485 Woodlawn Road West, Guelph
9:30 am – 2:00 pm

Landmark Cinemas, 135 Gateway Park Drive, Kitchener
9:30 am to 2:00 pm

Child Witness Centre
519-744-0904

111 Duke Street East,
Kitchener, ON N2H 1A4

www.childwitness.com
@childwitnessctr

16th ANNUAL CHILD WITNESS CENTRE YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

GENERAL INFORMATION

• Open to Grade 8 students and their teachers throughout Waterloo Region, Guelph
and Wellington County.
• We will welcome more than 4,000 students over three days. Now in its 16th year
the Youth Symposium has welcomed more than 33,000 Grade 8 students and their
teachers!
• The Youth Symposium is strategically scheduled in April, reaching students as they
prepare for high school.
• Registration fee is $10 per student.
• Students and teachers will participate in three presentations throughout the day as
well as learn more about the services provided by the Child Witness Centre. Students
will learn that we are there to walk with and support them on the journey if they are
ever a victim or a witness of abuse or crime.

GOALS

• Share with students information that is relevant and supports their overall social,
physical, emotional, mental health and wellbeing.
• Educate students on tools and strategies that will help them develop resiliency and
empower them to strong futures.
• Support youth by equipping them with the skills and confidence needed to embrace
life’s opportunities and challenges.
• Challenge students to make a difference in the world.
• Utilize different presentation approaches to address a variety of learning styles.
• Support the teachers in their work with their students.

STUDENTS SAY...

TEACHERS SAY...

“I’ve learned that you matter, I matter,
everybody matters!”

“These opportunities are the difference makers for
kids. It can’t be found in a textbook. Thank you!”

“The only person holding you back is
yourself.”

“The speakers present on many levels – the kids
pick up valuable messages, but there is so much
for teachers too, which can be taken back and
incorporated into individual classrooms and schools
to spread the message even further.”

“It’s easy to make mistakes, but it’s how
we move on from them that truly says who
we are.”

VOLUNTEERS SAY...
“…I am so happy that our youth of today and adults of tomorrow have access to events such as these
to help inspire and educate them with life examples that will help them to navigate their futures with
confidence, positivity and to know how to make good choices. The speakers were fantastic, and I am
so happy that I was able to be a part of such a wonderful and educational event.”

ABOUT THE PRESENTERS...
FAHD ALHATTAB: Levels of Student Leadership.
Fahd engages students with humour and stories, while
giving them insight into maximizing their leadership
potential. Fahd’s first-hand experience with student
leadership will provide applicable tools and lessons
for students to grow in their leadership journey and
increase their community impact. Fahd introduces
students to the 5 levels of leadership that students
must climb to achieve their maximum potential while
building on a foundation of self-leadership.
www.fahdspeaks.com
DEBB BODKIN: Global Citizenship and the Experience
that Moved Me to Action! Debb was a Sergeant with
Waterloo Regional Police for 24 years. She loved her
career here in Canada but she also found ways to use
her police training to do more in other parts of the
world. Debb worked overseas in war torn countries
including Kosovo, Sudan, Rwanda and Bangladesh.
She will speak about her experiences and the
incredible people she met, with the goal of
motivating students to do what they can to make
the world a better place.
NICK FOLEY: How Do You Want To Be Remembered?
Nick pulls from lessons he learned while cycling
8,312km from Victoria, BC to St. John’s, Nfld to deliver
this anti-hate message that asks students to consider
the legacy they are leaving and the long-lasting effects
of their words and actions. Nick shares with the
audience that if the “why” for doing something is big
enough then the “how” you do it will always show up.
http://moveforinclusion.com

RICK OSBORNE: A Journey Through Addiction, Crime
and Prison. Rick Osborne connects with students about
his life as a former gang member and his 23 years in
the prison system. Rarely does someone survive Rick’s
past with both the ability and the motivation to make a
difference in so many young lives.
www.truthforteens.com
STU SAUNDERS: Take the Risk – Be STUpendous.
A hilarious and inspirational look at the challenges
that young people face on a daily basis, with real tools
which students can use to make the right choices. Stu
Saunders is one of Canada’s most experienced youth
speakers. www.ylcc.com
ANDY THIBODEAU: Get Your Hand UP - Participate in
Class, in School, in Life! Participate in Class, in School, in
Life! Ask Questions! Answer Questions! Try Your Best!
Volunteer and get involved! This powerful message will
entertain and inspire students by encouraging them
to bring back their Grade 3 enthusiasm and “get your
hand up”. Andy’s message reminds students to take
advantage of their time in school to both learn and have
fun! www.andypresentations.com
IAN TYSON: Hero Inside. This session will help students
overcome obstacles and personal tragedy, step outside
their boundaries, balance their time, respect themselves
and others, find a motivation in life, find the “Hero” in
themselves. Ian’s high-octane presentation will take
students on a hilarious journey from childhood to high
school and beyond. www.iantyson.ca

WATERLOO REGIONAL POLICE & SEXUAL ASSAULT/
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TREATMENT CENTRE: Healthy
GUELPH POLICE SERVICE: This session will focus on
Dating Relationships. Youth are bombarded with
consent, domestic violence, cyberbullying, human
trafficking and controlling personalities and will provide media images and the social pressure to be in dating
relationships – from “hanging out” to “hooking up”.
youth with an understanding of what makes for
This session will provide youth with an understanding of
healthy, respectful dating relationships.
what makes for healthy, respectful dating relationships.
Students will take away some skills for recognizing both
SCOTT HAMMELL: Facing Adversity. Sometimes our
qualities to look for and what qualities to watch out for.
worst experiences can end up making us stronger.
Scott’s theory about overcoming adversity boils down
perspective: adversity comes in many forms, but you
can always control your perspective. If you’re willing to
learn from your negative experiences, you will always
come out on top! www.scotthammell.com
BECKY KELLAR-DUKE: Pursuing Excellence. Becky
competed at the first four Olympic Winter Games
in which women’s ice hockey was included, winning
one silver and three gold medals. Come listen to her
experiences and lessons learned in pursuing her
goals and dreams.

I Feel Inspired To Be An
Even Better Person
Than I Am Now
-A Student

A HUGE Thank You!
Please join us in thanking our sponsors who make this unique program possible
and affordable for many in our community.

ABOUT THE CHILD WITNESS CENTRE
Our mission is to provide support, education and advocacy for children and youth
who are or may become victims or witnesses of abuse or crime. We are a team of
caring, compassionate professionals who walk with children, youth and their families
on their journey through the criminal justice process, helping them have a voice and
fostering healing, hope and wellbeing.
This year, more than 1,300 children and youth were supported through the criminal
justice process and at least 1,500 parents and caregivers were provided with
strategies, information and tools to help them support their child or youth.

To learn more, please visit www.childwitness.com

